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Simplified Chinese

R A2
Bt KA.
REE!

Traditional Chinese

PRI R N2
BIEEHA.
REE

Pinyin

Ni shl nd gué rén?
W6 shl Mé&iguérén.
Hén pidolidang!

English

Which country are you from?

I am American.
Very beautiful!

Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
% % ni you
i i shi to be
B B wo I, me
151} 151} nd / néi which
EH A LA M&iguérén American (person)
U 1R hén very
BN BT pidoliang beautiful, pretty
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Vocabulary Sample Sentences

SR ?

PR BRI R AR !
B YR AL

XANIELIREI o
BRRAE
YRR N ?
Bt KREA.
KIESAR Gz !

REE!
TR ?

PR BRI R AR !
B YR AL
XANIELIREI o
BRRAE

YRR N ?

Bt KREA.
KIESAR Gz !

s |

Shi ni ma?

Ni shi wd zul xihuan de
zudjia!

W6 shl di yi el ldai zhell
0

Zhé gé shi gé&i ni mdi de.
W6 shl da xué sheng.

ni shl nd gué rén ?

W6 shl Mé&iguérén.

Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi.

Hén pidolidang!

Shi ni ma?

Ni shi wd zul xihuan de
zudjia!

W6 shl di yi el ldai zhell
0

Zhé gé shi gé&i ni mdi de.
W6 shl da xué sheng.

ni shl nd gué rén ?

W6 shl Mé&iguérén.

Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi.

Hén pidolidang!

Grammar Points

Is it you?
You are my favorite author!

This is the first time I’ ve
been here.

I bought this for you.

I am a college student.
Which country are you from?
I am American.

This dish is very
delicious!

Very pretty!

Is it you?

You are my favorite author!

This is the first time I’ ve
been here.

I bought this for you.

I am a college student.
Which country are you from?
I am American.

This dish is very
delicious!

Very pretty!

The focus of this lesson is speaking about one’ s nationality.

TR A.
W6 shl Mé&iguérén.
”1 am American”
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To express nationality in Chinese, one must simply add the word
A

rén

”people”

to the end of the country name, i.e.
Méigué
”America”

KHEA
Méiguérén
” American”

In Chinese, some country names consist of a descriptive word with the word for
>country’ or ’nation’ ([H gud) tacked onto the end, as in the example above for
America. Some other country names that follow this pattern are:

e
Yingguéd
“England”
SRES)
Zhonggud
”China”
fi
Déguo
”Germany”
AN
Fagué
"France”

Other country names have been formed by transliteration. Here are a few examples:

JIlE-yN
Jidandda
”Canada”
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it

Moxige
"Mexico”

SON
Yidali
”Italy”

"To Be’ in Chinese

We see the verb & (shi) ’to be’ in our sentence expressing nationality, i.e.

TAEHA.
W6 shl Mé&iguérén.
”1] am American”

The structure of this sentence in Chinese is very similar to English, namely, the
J& (shi) serves as “to be’. In Chinese, however, the use of the ’to be’ verb is
not always the same as in English. Subject + j& (shi) + noun is the pattern we sece
here. You cannot, however, use s% (shi) with an adjective in a descriptive
sentence as we do in English (i.e. She is pretty.). Another lesson will show you
how to make that kind of sentence in Chinese!

Examples from this lesson:
PrIZ R A 2

Ni shl nd gué rén?

"Which country are you from?”

Sample Sentences:

BRI RFIN
W6 shi Yidalirén.
] am Italian.”
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fhENE RN
Ta shi Jiandddarén.
"He is Canadian.”

i) 55 N
Ta shl nd gué rén?
"What is her nationality” or “What country is she from?”

Variations of Pronunciation of W

There are two acceptable pronunciations for the character B’ . Some Mandarin
speakers will pronounce it as 'nd&’, others will use 'n&i’. Both are acceptable
and interchangeable, it’s just a matter of habit or preference.

Cultural Insight

Sometimes upon moving to China, foreigners are shocked by the direct questions
Chinese people will ask them. For example, your new neighbor may, on your first
meeting, barrage you with questions as to your age, marital status, why you don’ t
have children, job, income, eating habits. It’s important to realize that this is
Chinese people’ s way of showing interest in you. These kinds of questions are not
personal in Chinese culture; rather they are a way of showing concern and making
small talk, getting to know someone.

As time goes on, you may find some good evasive responses. Or, like many, you may
just start to be more open. Learning a new language also means learning a new
culture and new ways of thinking. This can really expand our horizons and
challenge us. If you’ re not ready to show them your paystub yet, however, take a
lesson from the Chinese themselves. See how they answer you next time you ask
them a personal question. You just might learn a few evasion tactics of your own.



