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Simplified Chinese

PRUT
PRUEF . PRINAT A 452
BIM-1 %,

RFPEAPIK.

Traditional Chinese

PREF

WRIF o HRIAT R4S 72
&1z,

IR BLER AR o

Pinyin
Nihdo.
Nihdo. NI jido shénme mingzi?
Wo jigo Zi n.
Hén gdoxing rénshi ni.
English
Hello.
Hello. What is your name?
I'm Zi An.
Nice to meet you.
Vocabulary
Simplified Traditional Pinyin English
4 A& shénme what
A e rénshi to know
% % ni you
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ny ny jiao to call
H- A2 mingzi name
U 1R hén very
% s gdoxing happy
YR U YR U nihdo hello
s s ninhdo hello
Vocabulary Sample Sentences
PROUAT 2 4422 Ni jido shénme mingzi? What is your name?
IRFEDEA TR Hén gaoxing rénshi ni. Nice to meet you.
PRI 2 Shi ni ma? Is it you?
PRI F IR IER ! Ni shi wo zui xihuan de You are my favorite author!
zudjia!
Enrz, W6 jito Z1 n My name is Zi An.
TS dfb 5T W5 wangjl tade mingzi. I forget his name.
PROUAT 2 4422 Ni jido shénme mingzi? What is your name?
XIESRIR IS ! Zhé ddo cai hén hdo chi. This dish is very

BAG AT LS

PREF, TMEHE L.
2, B!
PRIAT 24572
RFPEAPIK.
TR ?

PR BRI R AR !

BM1 %,

e AT LA
PRIAT 24472
KIESAR Gz !

BAG AT LS

PR, TR FE 5.
2, HR4r

W6 hén gdoxing ydu zhé ge
jihui.

Nihdo, wd jido Wang Guoyli.

NI jido shénme mingzi?
Hén gdoxing rénshi ni.
Shi ni ma?

Ni shi wd zul xihuan de
zudjia!

Wo jido Z1 n.

W6 wangji tade mingzi.
NI jido shénme mingzi?
Zhé dao cai hén hdo chi.

W6 hén gdoxing ydu zhé ge
jihui.

Nihdo, wd jido Wang Guoyli.

delicious!

I am very happy to have
this opportunity.

Hello, I’m Wang Guoyi.
Hello teacher!

What is your name?

Nice to meet you.

Is it you?

You are my favorite author!

My name is Zi An.

I forget his name.

What is your name?

This dish is very
delicious!

I am very happy to have
this opportunity.

Hello, I’m Wang Guoyi.
Hello teacher!
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Grammar Points

The focus of this lesson is greeting someone and introducing oneself.

PRI A 44572
NI jido shénme mingzi?
"What is your name?”

L1z,
Wo jigo Zi n.
"I’'m Zi An.” (or literally, ”I am called Zi An.” )

Names in Chinese

Chinese names are made up of two parts. The surname, which comes first, and which
consists of one character. Then, the given name, which can be either a single
character, or a compound of two characters. Thus, when Chinese names are read,
they are always read last name first.

Some famous Chinese people, and their names in Chinese:

ERETN
Mdo Zédong
"Mao Tse—tung”

LRT
Kong fuzi
”Confucius”

DU
Gong Li
”Gong Li”
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The less formal way of asking someone’ s name in Chinese is:

PRI A 44572
NI jido shénme mingzi?
"What is your name?”

This sentence, translated literally, means “You called what?” The answer will
generally include one’s full name; surname first, then the given name. You can
also just answer with your given name, but generally Chinese names are given in
full when inquired after, as in this response from the dialog:

L1z,
Wo jigo Zi n.
"I'm Zi An.”

You can also say:

KA RET R

W6 de mingzi shl ZI n

Both are acceptable ways of saying "My name is Zi An.”

Supplementary Sentences:

4] BE 472
Ta jido shénme mingzi?
"What is his name?”

B ASY AL
W6 wangjl tade mingzi.
”1 forget his name.”

Formal method of Inquiring of Someone’ s Name
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There are two ways of asking someone’ s name in Chinese. In this lesson, we focus
on the less formal method, as in the example above.

The more formal way to ask is to inquire of someone’s family name. The more
formal way to ask someone’ s name is:

Ti==R
W ork?

Nin gul xing?

Which literally means, “Your expensive surname?”.

This is a very honorable form of address, and the $i (gui) is an honorific
reference and therefore would not be used when referring to oneself. One would
simply answer:

i (Surname).
W6 xing (Surname).
"My surname is (Surname).”

One can also start by introducing themself either formally or informally, and
then, in turn, inquire about the other person’ s name:

Bk (Surname). #Hiik?
Wd xing (Surname). Nin gui xing?
"My surname is (Surname). What is your surname?”

Cultural Insight

When you begin learning Chinese and interacting with Chinese people, everyone will
expect you to have a Chinese name. It may be tempting to pick something that
sounds good to your own ear; after all you always hated that name you were stuck
with from mom and dad. But take it under advisement... you re going to need to
call in a favor on this aspect. Chinese names are full of meaning and not just
anything goes! There are certain characters that are last names; not just any
word will do. Also, certain combinations of characters are more typically male or
female names. So, unless you want to end up with some odd looks and maybe a few
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laughs, make sure to ask a Chinese friend to help you choose an appropriate name.

Sometimes Chinese people will choose a name for you that sounds similar to your
English name. Other times, they will choose one that’s meaning suits you or your
personality or character.

Interestingly, though a foreigner’ s Chinese name is not really any kind of a legal
name, backed up by any kind of identification or anything, once you have one, in
China, the name can become official pretty quickly. For example, if a foreigner
fills out documents or forms in China, he or she will always be asked for their
Chinese name. This Chinese name will even appear on your baby s birth certificate
if you have a child in China. So whether you’ re running from the law, always
wanted an alter—ego, nom de plume, or alias... hey, now is your chance!



