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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH                                                    September 12 & 13, 2009 
NAPERVILLE, IL                                                                                  5PM, 7:45, 9 & 11:15AM 
 
 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
WELCOME TO BETHANY 
We gather this day to receive God’s gifts and to praise His holy name.  If you are visiting us 
today, we encourage you to fill out a yellow card in the pew rack to inform us of your visit and to 
introduce yourself to one of the pastors.  Please stop by our Welcome Center in the narthex for 
more information about Bethany, and to receive a gift for you from our church family.  Also, be 
sure to pick up our weekly News & Notes, located on the table in the back of the church. 
 
Bethany is a singing parish and we hope that you will join us.  A fine voice is not required – just a 
heart for worship.  As you follow the order of service in this bulletin, please note: 

·  LSB refers to the hymnal, Lutheran Service Book  
·  Hearing aids and large print bulletins are available.  Please ask an usher.  
·  Front pew - hymnals are in a rack underneath your seat.  
·  Regarding communion.  Today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper where we receive Christ’s 

Body and Blood, under bread and wine, for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  
Those communing are giving public witness that they are one in doctrine.  In loving 
obedience to this Scriptural teaching, we therefore invite communicant members of all 
congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to commune with us. 

 
For your reference, worship participants are indicated as follows in the bulletin: 
P:  Presiding Minister (pastor’s parts) 
A:  Assisting Liturgist (pastor, choir or cantor) 
C:  Congregation (or all) 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Today we hear a great confession of faith in the Gospel reading. Jesus demands faith of the father 
of a son who was demon-possessed. The man responds as any of us would, “Lord I believe, help 
me in my unbelief.” Jesus also talks about the role of fasting. We will take some time and talk 
about fasting which is one of the fifty spiritual exercises we will be introducing to the 
congregation throughout this year of emphasis on the Biblical practice of piety. 
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THE INSTALLATION OF SENIOR ACOLYTES (11:15AM) 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the �  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:   Amen.  
 
P:  Ascribe to the Lord the honor due His name;  
C:   Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
 
P:   Oh come, let us worship and bow down. 
C:   Let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.  
 
P:   The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
C:   O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
P:   For a day in His courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
C:   I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the 

wicked. 
All:   O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in You! 
 
P:  Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, you are prepared to serve our Lord as a Senior 

Acolyte our congregation.  Hear what the Word of God has to say about those who serve 
in the Church: 

 
“For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more 
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually members of one another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to faith; if service, in our serving; 
the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, 
with cheerfulness.”   

 
P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God.  
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The minister blesses each candidate. 
 
P:  (name), in the presence of God and of this congregation I install you as Senior Acolyte in 

the name of the Father and of the �  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
 
P:   Let us pray.  God of all grace and mercy, bless those who serve as acolytes that they may 

be faithful in serving at your altar.  Grant that through their service Your Church may be 
built up in faith to the honor of Your most holy name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen.  
 
P:   Go in the name of the Lord.  Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of 

the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The almighty and most 
merciful God, the Father, the �  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.  

C:   Amen.  
 

+We Stand in Our Baptismal Grace+ 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the �  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 
 
P:   If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 
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P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the �  Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 

GREETING 
 

(Please be seated at 11:15AM; remain standing at 5PM, 7:45 & 9AM; and turn to face the 
processional cross as it enters the church.) 
 

PRELUDE  (11:15AM)            “Shout to the North” 
Veritas                    Martin Smith 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN   “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”            LSB #528 
 

GLORIA          
A: Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace, good will toward men. 
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 
P: Let us pray. (silence is kept) Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, 

continue to preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by Your goodness, and bless her 
with Your peace; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 

+We Sit to Meditate On God’s Word+ 
 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING            Isaiah 50:4-10 (ESV) 
4The Lord God has given me 

        the tongue of those who are taught, 
    that I may know how to sustain with a word 
        him who is weary. 
    Morning by morning he awakens; 
        he awakens my ear 
        to hear as those who are taught.  
    5The Lord God has opened my ear, 
        and I was not rebellious; 
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        I turned not backward.  
    6I gave my back to those who strike, 
        and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
    I hid not my face 
        from disgrace and spitting.  
    7But the Lord God helps me; 
        therefore I have not been disgraced; 
    therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
        and I know that I shall not be put to shame.  
        8He who vindicates me is near. 
    Who will contend with me? 
        Let us stand up together. 
    Who is my adversary? 
        Let him come near to me.  
    9Behold, the Lord God helps me; 
        who will declare me guilty? 
    Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 
        the moth will eat them up.  
    10Who among you fears the Lord 
        and obeys the voice of his servant? 
    Let him who walks in darkness 
        and has no light 
    trust in the name of the Lord 
        and rely on his God.  
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM OF THE DAY   (5PM & 9AM)                   Psalm 116:1-9 (antiphon v. 5) 
A:  The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.  

 
A: I love the Lord, because He has heard my cries for | mercy. 
  Because He inclined His ear to me, 
  I will call on Him as long | as I live. 
C: The snares of death laid | hold on me; 
  I suffered distress and | anguish.  
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A: Then I called on the name | of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray, deliv- | er my soul!” 
C: Gracious is the Lord, and | righteous; 
  our God is | merciful. 
A: The Lord preserves the | simple; 
  when I was brought low; He | saved me.  
C: Return, O my soul, | to your rest; 
  for the Lord has dealt bountifully | with you. 
A: For you have delivered my | soul from death, 
  my eyes from tears; my feet from | stumbling. 
C: I will walk be- | fore the Lord 
  in the land of the | living. 
 
All:   Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
 as it was in the be- | ginning,  
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen.  
 
A:  The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.  
 
THE PSALM OF THE DAY  (7:45AM & 11:15AM)                                Psalm 116:1-9 
“ In the Presence of God”                                       Tom Kedzia 

 
 

©1996, Tom Kendzia.   
Used by permission, OneLicense.net License #A-704694 

All rights reserved.  

 
A: antiphon  
C: antiphon  
 
 



 8 

A: I love you, I love you; you have heard my voice. I will call your name, cry out your name, 
as long as I shall live.  

C: antiphon  
 
A: Gracious is your hand, O God, merciful and just.  For your love protects the lowly ones; 

your kindness has no end.  
C: antiphon  
 
A; Deliver me, deliver me.  Deliver my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from 

snares.  In the land of the living, I shall walk.  
C: antiphon  
 
THE EPISTLE             James 3:1-12 (ESV) 

1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach 
will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not 
stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits 
into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4Look at the 
ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very 
small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it 
boasts of great things. 

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire 
the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and 
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human being can tame the 
tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with 
it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing 
and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the 
same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine 
produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh water.  
 
P: This is the Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
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+We Stand in Honor of the Holy Gospel+ 
 
THE VERSE                    John 20:31a 

 
 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 
C:  

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL              Mark 9:14-29 (ESV) 

14And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes 
arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed 
and ran up to him and greeted him. 16And he asked them, "What are you arguing about with 
them?" 17And someone from the crowd answered him, "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he 
has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws him down, and he 
foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they 
were not able." 19And he answered them, "O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? 
How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me." 20And they brought the boy to him. And 
when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled 
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about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, "How long has this been happening to 
him?" And he said, "From childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to 
destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us." 23And Jesus said to 
him, "If you can! All things are possible for one who believes." 24Immediately the father of the 
child cried out and said, "I believe; help my unbelief!" 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came 
running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "You mute and deaf spirit, I 
command you, come out of him and never enter him again." 26And after crying out and 
convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said, "He 
is dead." 27But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had 
entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?" 29And he 
said to them, "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer."  
 
P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   
 

  
 

+We Sit for the Proclamation of Law and Gospel+ 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”               LSB #849 
(Stanza 2 is sung by the choir at 9AM & 11:15AM.) 
 
SERMON   “Living the Christian Life: Dealing with Unclean Spirits”      Mark 9:14-29 
 
(The 7:45AM & 11:15AM service concludes on page 17.) 
 

+We Stand to Confess Our Holy Faith+ 
 

THE NICENE CREED  
(see inside back cover of hymnal) 
 

THE PRAYERS 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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+The Tithes and Offerings Are Received+ 
 

OFFERING AND VOLUNTARY (9AM)               “You Are My All in All” 
Youth Ensemble                arr. Bruce Greer 

 
(All guests and members are requested to complete an attendance card.) 

 
OFFERTORY            “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 
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THE PREFACE AND PROPER PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you.   
 
P:  Lift up your hearts!  
C: We lift them to the Lord!   
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  
 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give  
 thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
 Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the Virgin 
 Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, 
 thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 
 archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
 name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 
SANCTUS  
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and 
 given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
 everlasting life.  
 
 In Your righteous judgment You condemned Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, 
 and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great 
 mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and  
 made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.  
 
 We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
 Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross 
 and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body  
 and blood.   
C: Amen.  
 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had  
 given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat, this is my �  
 body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.”  
 
 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He  
 gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My �   
 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,  
 in remembrance of Me.”  
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THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until  
 He comes.  
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  
 
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat  
 and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your  
 blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension  
 into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So remember us in Your kingdom 
 and teach us to pray:  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
THE PAX DOMINI  
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C: Amen.  
 
AGNUS DEI  

 
 

DISTRIBUTION                (Visitors: Please refer to communion statement on page 19.) 
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We commune pilgrim style today.  As space becomes available, approach the communion rail and kneel individually.  After 
communing, you may depart whenever you wish.  The blessing will be given to the whole congregation after all have communed. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion”               LSB #559 
 
MUSIC DURING DISTRIBUTION  (9AM)          “Lord, Have Mercy” 
Youth Ensemble                         Michael W. Smith 

 
“Beautiful Savior” (All My Days)            Stuart Townend 
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©1998 Kingsways’ Thankyou Music.  
Used by permission,  All rights reserved.  

 
DISMISSAL OF COMMUNICANTS  
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
P: We give thanks to You, Almighty Father, that You have sown the Word of Your Gospel 

in our hearts through Your Son’s body and blood, and we pray that Your Spirit dwell in 
us richly as we depart from Your altar to glorify You in this world.  Keep us faithful in 
our vocations, that we may provide our neighbors with their daily bread, and, abiding in 
Your goodness, give witness to Your saving power, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen.  
 
BENEDICTION     
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and �  give you peace.  
C:  

 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “Rise, Shine, You People”             LSB #825 st. 1,2,4 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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7:45AM & 11:15AM SERVICE CONCLUSION 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
(see inside back cover of hymnal) 

 
+The Tithes and Offerings are Received+ 

 
THE OFFERING AND VOLUNTARY  (11:15AM)         “Lord, Have Mercy” 
Veritas              Michael W. Smith 

 
(All guests and members are requested to complete an attendance card.) 

 
OFFERTORY  “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God” 
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THE PRAYERS 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  
P: Let us bless the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and �  give you peace.  
C: Amen. �� �
 
CLOSING HYMN  “Rise, Shine, You People”              LSB #825 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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THOSE SERVING YOU TODAY 
 

5PM 
PRESIDING MINISTER:   Pastor Timothy Rossow 
ORGANIST:    Susan Keller 
ACOLYTES:    Kirsten Groset & Haley Wentz 
SACRISTANS:    Gerry Corbino, Eric Kozuh 
COMMUNION CARE:   Pam Splitt 
USHERS:     Tim Lieb, Timmy Lieb, Eric Gundersen, Brett Gundersen 
 

7:45AM 
PREACHING:    Pastor Timothy Rossow 
LITURGIST:    Pastor Stephen Schumacher 
ORGANIST:    Susan Keller 
ACOLYTES:    Chris Johnson & Adam Quetsch 
GREETERS:    Joyce Roller 
WELCOME CENTER:   Barb Lusk 
USHERS:     Scott Freitag, Doug Splitt 
 

9:00AM 
PREACHING:    Pastor Timothy Rossow 
LITURGIST:    Pastor Stephen Schumacher 
ORGANIST:    Susan Keller 
ACOLYTES:    Caitlin Collins & Sarah Schumacher 
YOUTH ENSEMBLE:   Sammy Groth, Beth Guebert, Chris Johnson, Mikaela Kolany, Jessica Luhrs, 
     Caitlin Magness, Trevor Magness, Adam Quetsch, Kaitlyn Schuberth 
GREETERS:    Don & Joyce Lohrentz 
SACRISTANS:    Keith Luhrs, Don Lohrentz, Craig Benecke, Bruce Hanson 
COMMUNION CARE:   Pam Splitt 
WELCOME CENTER:   Norma Dymacek 
USHERS:     Mick Herrick, Rick Grimes, Steve Schiewe, Kevin Mooney, Dennis Webb 
 

11:15AM 
PREACHING:    Pastor Timothy Rossow 
LITURGIST:    Pastor Stephen Schumacher 
ORGANIST:    Susan Keller 
ACOLYTES:    Kate Schreader & Katie Lechowicz 
VERITAS:    Tye Fox, Trevor Magness, Sonja Miles, Dwight & Susan Morrow,  

Tara Morrow, Bethany Novak 
GREETERS:    Russ & Sharon Lenich 
WELCOME CENTER:   Becky Rufo 
USHERS:     Dennis Bartelt, Joel Burke, Chris Thilk, Chad Baganz 
 
ALTAR GUILD:    Pam Splitt 
BUILDING OPENER:   Rich Tatara 

 
COMMUNION STATEMENT 

 Today we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in which we joyfully receive Christ’s Body and Blood, under bread 
and wine, for the forgiveness of sins, life and salvation.  As these gifts are personally received, those communing together also give 
public witness that they are one in doctrine.  In loving obedience to this teaching of Scripture, we therefore invite communicant 
members of all congregations in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod to commune with us. 

 


